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VOL. I. BOSTON, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1824. No. 26. 
An attempt to enfringe upon the| upon by these would be nobility :|ed by the college of physicians.— 
Constitution of the United States | whilst no one would dare peep or|This law never prevented others, 


defeated: or real republicanism. 
From the Boston Patriot of Dec. 23, 1824. 
“'The Governor of Pennsylvania 
has refused his assent toa bill pas- 
sed at the last session of the Le- 
gislature, entitled an act to regulate 
the practice of physic and surgery 
—on the ground that the provisions 
it contains, prohibiting the practice 
of medicine without license from 


the university, would legalize ra-| 


ther than suppress quackery ; as 
interfering with the «undoubted 
rights of citizens, secured by the 
constitution and the laws; as crea- 
ting a pony of a dangerous na- 
ture, liable to great abuse, and ex- 
posing to great temptation; and 
pronouncing a sentence on the 
character and talents of a practi- 
tioner subject to no appeel.” 

It is not at all strange that the 
members of the medical college in 
Pennsylvania, should petition for 
an unconstitutional law respecting 
themselves. ‘They wish for exclu- 
sive privileges, or to be a privileged 
class, having separate laws and re- 
gulations, which other citizens are 


notallowed. Could they monopo- 


lize the medical business, the time 
would soon come when the com- 





move the wing. Kings and cler- 


| 


Any 


and such a law never can. 


gymen have been thus privileged,) man in the United States has not 
to the ruin of nations, and now the only a natural right, but a constitu- 


Pennsylvania doctors are petition- 
ing for the same. 


The Boston Patriot says, “ Five. 


hundred students are said to be in 
the medical department of the uni- 
versity at Philadelphia, atterding 
the winter lectures.” This in some 
measure accounts for the bill which 


‘the governor will not consent to 


become a law. Who ever heard 
of such a swarm of doctors before ? 
Almost as numerous as Beecher 
wishes the missionaries ! 

Let us notice a few particulars 
in the governor’s objection to the 
bill. 

1. Such a bill is unconstitutional. 
The constitution says, all men are 
born free & equal, ard have certain 
natural and unalienable rights, such 
as acquiring property, with life and 
liberty. It appears that the bill 
was designed to cut off this privi- 
lege, unless the practitioner is li- 
censed by the medical college in 
Philadelphia. Such a bill, it is said, 
once passed in England; alaw was 
made that no person in London nor 
within six miles, should administer 


mon people would be trampled | mediciné to the sick, unless licens- 
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|any person to administer medicine 


| 





a , ba) 
tional right to employ at pleasure, 


to himself or family ; and any man 
has a natural and constitutional 
right to administer, when request- 
ed, such medicine as he judges 
best to cure the sick; the govern- 
ment of his country upholds him in 
it, and no man has a right to call 
him to an account unless he admin- 
isters poison to the sick. 

This attempt for unconstitutional 
power will be the final overthrow 
of the doctors in this country. They 
are digging a pil into which they 
will finally fall. Why do not other 
men strive for such alaw? The 
reason is, because they find em- 
ployment and support in propor- 
tion as they are useful, and this is 
all that any ought to have. 

This desire for unrighteous pow- 
er has sunk the clergy to a consti- 
tutional evel with others in this 
country. They were once a privi- 
leged class, and as such the people 
were obliged to .support them, 
whether they were profited by 
them or not. The time once was 
in Massachusetts, when no man 
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could preach in a town, unless he 


had the clergyman’s consent, with- | 


out being exposed to be publicly 
whipped. No other ministers were 
allowed to solemnize marriages but 
themselves. Now things are very 
different. Any regularly ordained 
minister of any denomination may 
marry according to law. ‘The cler- 
gy have brought that about which 
they meant to prevent. ‘The doc- 
tors are laying a foundation to 
bring on themselves the same Ca- 
lamity. 

2. The governor of Pennsylvania 
states, “that the provisions it [the 


bill] contains, prohibiting the prac- | 
tice of medicine without license | 
from the university, would legalize | 
‘name, he was considered a clergy-| much knowledge & independence 


rather than suppress quackery.” 
Where is the honest useful man, 
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who wishes, and petitions that a_ 


law shall be made to exclude all 
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man’s daughter, had a horse and | of laughter; and was the meons of 

chaise, put up three or four signs, | bringing the criminal to tha 

on his door, side of his house, and | ishment which his wickedne 

on the post of his gate, and was|rited. ‘This was legalized ec 

soon in aslo without the tedi-| astical quackery. ~ 

ous course of a college education,! Laws to deprive men from 

and a long study of such books as| useful in that business whic‘: 

iearned doctors are said to read. God of Nature has made the ‘or. 
What was called “ benefit of cler-| are not only contrary to the 

gy,” laid the foundation for igno-| stitution of. our country, but « 

rance, wickedness, and almost eve-| trary to the general good 01 tie 

ry evil under the sun. If a man} whole, and are parts of the unjust 

was admitted a member of this| and cruel powers which this na- 

“privileged ecclesiastical class,” it| tion have declared themselves in- 

made no difference whether he was | dependent of; and in addition to 

ignorant or Jearned. He was a this, are calculated to make quacks 

clergyman, a reverend clergyman, | by law, and to shut out from the 

and that was enough. The time | community men of the first rate 

was, when, if a man could write his | abilities, because they have too 





man, and exempt from punishment | to be shackled by unconstitutional 
by common law. In the days of and unjust laws and rules. ' 
Judge Hale, it is said, that no man} It is not long since the medical 


others from the business he is en-| could have the benefit of clergy, | society in Boston (if I am rightly 
gaged in? Shoulda company of! unless he could read the Lord’s| informed,) introduced a bill -into 


merchants petition that none should | prayer. 
engage in their business,unless they | before the Judge, who plead the 
had serv’d a regular apprenticeship | “ag of clergy. The Judge said, 


at the business, and were licensed | he « 


A criminal was brought | the General Court, that apotheca- 
ries should. be allowed to prepare 
medicines only as the doctors di- 


oubted his being a clergyman, | rected. ‘The apothecaries remon- 


by them, what would ‘be the con-| and if he was, he could read the | strated against it, and several num- 


sequence ? 
be said,the most.enterprising might 


Would it not at once! Lord’s 


| 


prayer. As he could nos | bers were published in the States- 
read it, the bishop who undertook | man, shewing the impropriety of 





and would be excluded? Some of | for him, contrived a plan to deceive | such a law, on account of the ignu- 


our first, and richest merchants | the Judge; which was to stand be- 
were brought up to some other | hind the criminal, and whisper in 
business. Men are made for states-| his ear what to say. At the time 
men, merchants, ministers and phy- | appointed, they came into court, 
sicians. All others are but artifi- the pretended clergyman held the 
cial. | book, with one thumb on the line 

Making men exclusive physi-| the bishop was to read. The bish- 


cians, is making an hot-bed for | op had taught to speak aloud what 


rance of some of the doctors, who 
scarcely knew many medicines af- 
ter they were prepared. This laid 
the subject at rest for the present. 
Volumes might be written on this 
subject, and the history of all ages 
shews the impropriety of privileg- 
ed classes in any case whatever, 


quacks. If any ignorant fellow can 
become a member of a-medical so- 
ciety, he is licensed to practice, 
and is a doctor according to law.— 
I was told.of a young man who had 
a:‘brother, a-doctor of a medical so- 
ciety. The young man broke his 
leg, and was not able to labor. “His 


he whispered in his ear. The bish-| This good wnderstanei's ay. 


op began, whispering, “Our Fath- | boldness of the Governor «/ © en 
er,” the clergyman repeated aloud, | sylvania, ought to be noliw’. ond 
“Our Father.” ‘The bishop then| he held in esteem, accu y te 


whispered, “ which art in heaven,” | what this noble piece of co 


the man spake, “ which art in heav- | serves. 


en.” By this time the bishop came — 
where the man’s thumb was on the , 


brother ‘sent for‘him to take care|line. He, wishing the man to re- 





of his soe Soon after, he was|move it, whispered, “take away 
studying physic ; next, he was call-| your-thumb,” the clergyman cried 





Massachusetts Annual © eas 


It is proposed, at the tm o 
meeting, alawor resolve sho 


ed doetor, became a member of the | out, “take away your thumb !”— | be passed. so that in futer »,msic 
medical society, married a rich | This set the whole court into a fit ' of appointing an annual t \ainxes 












nd 
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. ng, the Governor shall, by and 


with the advice of council, appoint 
tay »ear the close of every year, 

>< coiled the Massachusetts an- 
st, to be observed by the 

»o1 ‘tants generally, in which it is 
recommended to them to enjoy the 
good of their. food, the fruits of 
(.e. sabor, and the comfort of their 

ends, so far as.it may be done 
within the bounds of temperance, 
peace, and the general good of the 
community. 

This is about the amount of the 
day at the present time. Let the 
name agree with the thing, and 
there would be no misunderstand- 
ing among the people on this sub- 
ject. 


——_>_- 


Man Stealing. 


VIOLATION OF THE GRAVE. 


James Wilson, Jr. of Acworth, 
has been arrested at Castleton, Vt. 
brought back to Acworth, & placed 
under bonds of $2000, with four 
sureties of $1000 each, for his ap- 
ep 6 yale at the Supreme Court in 

Jay, to answer to the charge of 
carrying off, for dissection, the bo- 
dy of Mr. Bazaleel Beckwith, as 
mentioned in our last. His accom- 
plice, another .of the Castleton stu- 
dents, has absconded, 

NM. . Seniiael. 





Still more Wonderful ! 


Five hundred are said to be in 
the. medical department of the U- 
niversity at Philadelphia, attending 
‘he winter leetures. 

Boston Patriot. 


Singular Translation. 


‘ir. Wakefield, in his translation 
of the New Testament, renders the 
passage in Revelation, chap. xxu. 
ver. 15, thus—* Bat: without are 
the dogs and the pegsoners.” In 


¢ 


} , 
'ic Common translation it reads as 
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meant by the dogs, read Isaiah xvi. 
10, 11, 12. Who are the poison- 
ers? Surely such as give poison to 
others, or who poison themselves. 
John gives a description of the new 
Jerusalem, or gospel dispensation. 
Such, the dogs and_ poisoners, are 
not in that government, and as 
such cannot enter in, until they are 
washed and become better men. 
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PROPOSAL 


FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 

A PBRIODICAL WORK, ENTITLED 
The Religious Physician and Med- 
ical Reformer. 

BY ELIAS SMITH, OF BOSTON. 

Conditions—To be published 
the first of every month in a pam- 
phlet form of 24 pages each num- 
ber, (12mo) at one dollar per vol- 
ume, to be paid when the first 


bers to make a volume. 
‘To be printed on good paper and 
a fair type, the first namber to be 


are obtained. 

Postage to be paid by subscrib- 
ers, and forwarded to every part of 
the United States, where convey- 
ance is practicable. ‘Those who 
subscribe, er are accountable for 
seven volumes, to receive an eighth 
free. 


ligious aud medical mformation as 


under a republican government, 
without any partiality to any sect 
or-party. _ 

All useful communications to be 
attended to, according to their real 


| merit. 


Subscriptions to be returned to 
Elias-Smith, No. 16 Prince Street, 
Goston, as soon as is convenient. 

It is the sincere request of the 
Editor of the Medical Newspaper, 
that the present subscribers for 








i ‘ows—* But withott” are docs 
sercerers.” “To know whe are | 
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that, should become subscribers for 


ihe teliyious Physician and Medi-| 
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number as issued. ‘T'welve num-. 


published when 200 subscribers | 


shall be judged useful to a people 
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cal Reformer. When the first num- 
ber is published, it will-be sent to 
all, (excepting such as have signi- 
fied their intention to stop at the 
elose of the first volume of the 
Medical Newspaper.) ‘Those who 
do not wish to become subscribers 
for the Religious Physician, are 
requested to return it to the Edi- 
tor, done up in the same form it is 
put to them. Those who do not 
return it befo:e te second number 
is published, wiil be considered as 
sibacsibbed: according to the above 
proposal. 


a ae 


Fashionable. 


The greater part of mankind are | 
governed more by fashion or cus- 
tom, than by propriety. In medi- 
cine, custom bears a great sway. 
Whatever is customary is recom- 
mended, and done, whether there 
is any propriety in it or not. One 
prevailing custom, appears to me 
the most absurd; ‘that is, the 
practior of opening a dead man, to 

now what made him die. Did 


| they know what was the difficulty 


before he died? If so, why did they 
open him after_he was dead? Af- 
ter opening one, do they know any 
better what to do for the next! I 
think not. Thnk on these things 


J -_——_— 


‘This work is to contain such re-| 


Subscribers, who wish for any 
number to complete the volume, 
may have them by applying to the 
Editor. 

The Medical Newspaper, in vol- 
umes, are kept for sale at No. 16 
Prince street. Orders for them, 
from. any part of the country, and 
for medicine, will be punctually at- 
tended to. 

For sale as above, the Medical 
Pocket Book, Family Physiciun, 
and sick man’s guide to health.— 
Price Five Dollars. A generous 
discount to those who buy by the 





half dozen, or dozen. 
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6 | quested to forward the money by 
mail or otherwise. Those in the 
city, will have their bills sent them. 


Vegitable medicines of various 
kinds are kept constantly for sale 
at. No. 16 Prince street, Boston, 
near chars Bridge. 

K. Smith’s much esteemed Palm 
Ointment may be had at the same 
place. 

This ointment is useful for swel- 
‘lings, stiff joints, shrunk sinews, 
stiffness in the neck, pain and weak- 
ness in the back, and all kinds of 
rheumatic complaints ; and is safe 
‘in all- conditions, being composed 
wholly of vegetables. 
| Ohio Exam, pulverized, of a supe- 
| rior quality, for sale as above. 


The “ Religious Physician and 


| Medical Reformer” will be publish- 
ed as soon as two hundred subscri- 
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